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such as Casaubon, from abroad. They were
no Romanists, but members of reformed
Churches who came here because the English
Church resembled the ancient as none other
in Christendom did. Thus Englishmen came
to be proud of their Church. Its very pecu-
liarities were a cause of satisfaction; no
longer was Geneva or Zurich or Edinburgh
the pattern, and the shortcomings of the
English reformation a matter of regret. And
this new feeling was augmented by a know-
ledge of the existing Greek Church, The
Turkish East was a chief seat of English trade,
and the merchants supported chaplains,
among whom were some of our best clergy
and best scholars. They collected manuscripts
to enrich English libraries, and brought back
not only books but news of a venerable and
stately Church that preserved its immemorial
doctrine and worship, and yet was thoroughly
hostile to Rome. Thus a new standard was
set, and that interest in patristic orthodoxy
which since then has been dominant among
English theologians was awakened.

Our divines were eager to make the most
of the points in common between England
.and the orthodox East. Conspicuous among
these was episcopacy, which therefore gained
a new importance. A gulf was opened be-